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I thank my dear friend of some forty years, Chuck Hagel, for his kind and generous introduction. 

I first met Chuck during the 1980s, when he was working at the Veteran's Administration, and I was 

the Court Special Master in the Agent Orange class action. His skill and political savvy proved 

essential in achieving a settlement for thousands of Vietnam veterans. Our friendship grew. I was the 

first financial contributor to his successful Nebraska Senate campaign. His career defines patriotism: 

United States Senator and Secretary of Defense in the Obama Administration. His wise counsel has 

had a direct and lasting impact on our Nation. And, I might add, on my personal career as well. I 

am grateful for his introduction this evening. 

And it is a special pleasure for me to acknowledge the presence of Chuck's wife, Lilibet. Also 

present is my wife Dede Feinberg, who has achieved acclaim over the years in advancing and protecting 

Israel and Jewish causes around the world. She currently serves on the Board of the Jewish Democratic 

Council of America. 

And a special shout out to my colleague of almost 50 years, Camille Biros. Camille is the 

foremost expert in our Nation when it comes to the design and administration of compensation claims 

programs -the 9/11 Fund, the BP oil spill Fund in the Gulf of Mexico, One Fund Boston following the 

Boston Marathon bombings and so many others. She has been a critical lifeline in compensating 

innocent victims of tragedy. 

Finally, a few words of praise for two other important friends responsible for this evening's 

dinner. Dan Fisk, the Chairman and President of the Atlantic Legal Foundation, has been the 

individual most instrumental in the success of the Foundation and its mission. And my friend over the 

past four decades, Joe Hollingsworth, who took an idea about the law - the importance of assuring that 

sound science and research be required in our state and federal courts - and made it the law of the 

land. His law firm today is without equal in mastering the complexities of Daubert evidentiary hearings. 

These hearings require our courts to consider only credible evidence linking drugs, chemicals, and 

medical devices to alleged individual injuries. Joe is a credit to our profession and our Nation. 








